



Melody

The tune of the music and how the different 
pitches are put together. 
Pitch

How low or high the notes sound. 
Dynamics

How loud for quiet the music is. 
Texture

The different layers of music and how they work 
together. 
Harmony

How the layers underneath the Melody work 
together. 
Instrumentation

Which instruments play the different sections of 
music and their roles. 
Rhythm

The different durations of notes  

Year 9 -Songwriting Knowledge Organiser 

Dynamics
How loud or quiet the music is

Rhythm
The different durations of notes and how they 

are put together
Tempo

How fast or slow the music is
Tonality

If a piece of music is in a MAJOR or MINOR 
key

Structure
How the sections of music are organised and 

put together
Melody

The tune of the Music and how the different 
pitches are put together

Instruments
Which play the different sections of the music

Texture
The different layers of music and how they 

work together
Harmony

How the different layers under the Melody 
work together

The Elements of Music 
(DR TT SMITH)

Major- the music sounds happy 

Minor- the music sounds sad 

Chord- playing two or more notes at 
the same time 

Chord Sequence- A series of chords 
played in a certain pattern

Pitch- How high or low the notes are

Chromatic- using notes which are a 
semitone apart in your melody

Conjunct- when the notes of the melody are 
close together

Disjunct- when the notes of the melody are 
quite far apart

COMMON CHORDS

The Notes on the Keyboard

Year 5 
Africa

World Music- Traditional Music from around the world 


